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Languages Meet Sport International Languages Meet Sport International 
ConferenceConference

The first European Conference on LanguagesThe first European Conference on Languages

and Intercultural Dialogue through Sportand Intercultural Dialogue through Sportand Intercultural Dialogue through Sport and Intercultural Dialogue through Sport 

‘Sport is an instantaneous translator which‘Sport is an instantaneous translator which

makes youth from different languages andmakes youth from different languages andmakes youth from different languages andmakes youth from different languages and

cultural background communicate easily’.cultural background communicate easily’.

(Elio De Anna) (Elio De Anna) 



ThTh S i th L Ch ll ”S i th L Ch ll ”TheThe „Swim the Language Challenge” „Swim the Language Challenge” 
project  project  

October 2006 October 2006 –– September 2008September 2008

International Socrates project International Socrates project 

 supportedsupported byby thethe EU’sEU’s SocratesSocrates supportedsupported byby thethe EU’sEU’s SocratesSocrates
ProgrammeProgramme forfor LanguageLanguage andand CultureCulture

 underunder thethe directiondirection ofof LEN,LEN, LigueLigue
EuropéenneEuropéenne dede Natation,Natation, thethe governinggoverningpp ,, g gg g
bodybody ofof EuropeanEuropean SwimmingSwimming FederationsFederations



The Main Objectives of the ProjectThe Main Objectives of the ProjectThe Main Objectives of the ProjectThe Main Objectives of the Project

 ToTo promotepromote lesserlesser knownknown EuropeanEuropean culturescultures
andand languageslanguages throughthrough internationalinternationalg gg g gg
swimmingswimming eventsevents andand thethe developmentdevelopment ofof aa
languagelanguage ee--learninglearning contestcontestlanguagelanguage ee learninglearning contestcontest

 ToTo supportsupport andand emphasizeemphasize thethe valuevalue ofof
languagelanguage andand culturalcultural diversitydiversity inin EuropeEurope

 ToTo promotepromote thethe dialoguedialogue betweenbetween differentdifferentoo p o o ep o o e ee d ogued ogue be eebe ee d e ed e e
languageslanguages andand culturescultures throughthrough sportssports



The project coordinator and the partnersThe project coordinator and the partners

The coordinator and main LEN partner:The coordinator and main LEN partner:

LeaderLeader--Comunicare IntercultureComunicare IntercultureLeaderLeader Comunicare IntercultureComunicare Interculture

 University of Primorska Faculty ofUniversity of Primorska Faculty of University of Primorska, Faculty ofUniversity of Primorska, Faculty of

Humanities, SloveniaHumanities, Slovenia

 BudapestBudapest BusinessBusiness School,School, CollegeCollege ofof
InternationalInternational ManagementManagement andand BusinessBusinessInternationalInternational ManagementManagement andand BusinessBusiness

 Transdemica,Transdemica, FinnishFinnish webweb specialistspecialist firmfirm



S tS t d C ltd C ltSportsSports and Cultureand Culture
The FourthThe Fourth Leg -- A Unique Content and FormA Unique Content and FormThe Fourth The Fourth Leg -- A Unique Content and FormA Unique Content and Form



The fourth pillar of the The fourth pillar of the 
Swim the Language ProjectSwim the Language Project

Th i t d th bj ti f M tiTh i t d th bj ti f M tiThe importance and the objectives of Meeting The importance and the objectives of Meeting 
Cultures Cultures 
P ti i t l b tP ti i t l b t1.1. Participants learn aboutParticipants learn about

a.a. the culture hosting European Championshipsthe culture hosting European Championships
bb understanding mentalitiesunderstanding mentalitiesb.b. understanding mentalitiesunderstanding mentalities
c.c. feel comfortable in new culturesfeel comfortable in new cultures

2.2. Motivating participants to acquire basicMotivating participants to acquire basic2.2. Motivating participants to acquire basic Motivating participants to acquire basic 
knowledge about the given foreign knowledge about the given foreign 
culturescultures

3.3. DoubleDouble--purpose inputpurpose input
a.a. linguisticlinguistic
b.b. ddidacticidactic -- contentcontent



Cultural aspects to be studiedCultural aspects to be studied

1.1. careful selection of topics careful selection of topics 
concentraing onconcentraing ongg

a.a. artifacts, buildings, symbols etc.artifacts, buildings, symbols etc.
b.b. norms, behaviour, attitudes etc.norms, behaviour, attitudes etc.

22 restrictive requirementsrestrictive requirements2.2. restrictive requirementsrestrictive requirements
a.a. using basic level of the target languageusing basic level of the target language
b.b. limited time frameworklimited time frameworkb.b. limited time frameworklimited time framework



Requirements of a special contentRequirements of a special contentRequirements of a special contentRequirements of a special content

i l fi l f a special form a special form 
different from that in different from that in 
the earlier modulesthe earlier modulest e ea e odu est e ea e odu es

 discriptive nature of discriptive nature of 
the inputthe input –– moremore

using short texts using short texts 
instead of instead of the input the input more more 

factual informationfactual information

 a narrative type ofa narrative type of

dialoguesdialogues
the target language the target language 

l d bl d b


 a narrative type of a narrative type of 

inputinput

 complexity of thecomplexity of the

was replaced by was replaced by 
EnglishEnglish

 complexity of the complexity of the 
information conveyedinformation conveyed



Web design / Visual devicesWeb design / Visual devicesgg
Matching special content and formMatching special content and form

1.1. colourful photos illustrating sights, symbols, national colourful photos illustrating sights, symbols, national 
ttevents events 



2.2. photos providing a succinct insight intophotos providing a succinct insight into the the 
sociological spheres of the culturessociological spheres of the cultures



Examples Examples ofof information conveyedinformation conveyed

ItaliansItalians
 family and friends are importantfamily and friends are important
 like socializing (around the dinner table)like socializing (around the dinner table)
 do not like talking about moneydo not like talking about money

HungariansHungariansgg
 family roots are importantfamily roots are important
 sometimes pessimistic but like humoursometimes pessimistic but like humour sometimes pessimistic but like humoursometimes pessimistic but like humour
 hospitablehospitable



FinnsFinns

 shy and quietshy and quiet
 don’t like to ask for helpdon’t like to ask for help
 do not like argumentsdo not like arguments

SloveniansSlovenians

 very impatient in trafficvery impatient in traffic very impatient in trafficvery impatient in traffic

 love nature very muchlove nature very much

 sometimes envious of their neighbourssometimes envious of their neighbours



Practice / ActivitiesPractice / ActivitiesPractice / ActivitiesPractice / Activities
1.1. Based on spoken communicationBased on spoken communication
2.2. Types of activities:Types of activities:

a.a. multiple choicemultiple choice



b.b. pairpair--match match 



UserUser EvaluationEvaluationUserUser EvaluationEvaluation

 Survey not representative: more than 500 language Survey not representative: more than 500 language 
swimmers / swimmers / about 20about 20% sending feedback% sending feedback

 Main reason for registering:Main reason for registering:

 making new acquintances in new cultures making new acquintances in new cultures ––g w cq c s w c sg w cq c s w c s
 “I am interested in languages” had no predominance !“I am interested in languages” had no predominance !
 P fP f Preferences:Preferences:

 Meeting Cultures Meeting Cultures –– the second most frequently ticked the second most frequently ticked 
option as favourite (first: Swimming)option as favourite (first: Swimming)



 Expectations of Module 4 fulfilled:Expectations of Module 4 fulfilled:
/ b i fid i l +/ b i fid i l + a/ becoming more confident in new cultures + a/ becoming more confident in new cultures + 

understanding more about culturesunderstanding more about cultures
 b/ strong motivation force to learn languagesb/ strong motivation force to learn languages

 Majority rated the design of Module 4 Majority rated the design of Module 4 
“ d”“ d”“very good”“very good”



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!




